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ARMY RULE IN 
HYDERABAD
NIZAM TO REMAIN
SURRENDER OF STATE 
ARMY
From Our Own Correspondent
DELHI, Sept. 19
The whole of Hyderabad State has been 
put under military administration, with 
Major-General J. N. Choudhury, the 
Indian column commander, as military 
governor. Major-General Choudhury. re­
ceived on Saturday the formal surrender 
of the Hyderabad Army from Major- 
General el Edroos at a point five miles 
outside Secunderabad. Afterwards Indian 
troops entered Secunderabad. ■
Reports from' Hyderabad city say that all 
is quiet, that the Nizam remains in his palace 
and is a free agent, that the former premier, 
Mir Laik Ali, and members of his Cabinet 
are under house arrest, and that Syed Kasim 
Razvi, leader of the Razakar movement, has 
been arrested by Hyderabad troops and 
handed over to the Indian army by whom he 
is now held. According to one report Razvi 
had shaved his beard in an attempt to avoid 
detection.
It is reliably learned here that the Govern­
ment of India has no intention of deposing 
the Nizam or ending his dynasty in spite of 
popular clamour for this. Instead, it means 
to instal an interim Ministry consisting 
of representatives of public opinion as soon 
as possible, and military rule will probably end 
within a few weeks. Then the Government of 
India will press on with all speed with the pre­
paration of electoral rolls on the basis of adult 
franchise (which may take three or four 
months) to be followed by the election of a 
constituent assembly which, it is hoped, will 
come into being by the middle of next year.
PREMIER’S BROADCAST
Broadcasting to the nation last night Pandit 
Nehru, the Indian Prime Minister, said: “ We 
are men of peace hating war and the last thing 
we desire is to come into armed conflict with 
anyone. Nevertheless circumstances which you 
know well compelled us to take this action in 
Hyderabad. Fortunately it was brief and we 
return with relief to the paths of peace 
again. . . . What has pleased me most during 
these past six days is the splendid response 
of our people, both Muslim and non-Muslim, 
to the call for restraint and discipline. It is 
a remarkable thing and one which is full of 
good augury for the future that not a single 
communal incident occurred in the whole 
length and breadth of this great country. I 
should like at this moment to appeal to the 
people of Pakistan, our countrymen till yes­
terday and still as near to us, to cast aside 
their fear and suspicion and to join us in the 
work of peace.
“ It has been a sorrow to us that there 
should have been an armed conflict among 
the people of this country. Happily that is 
over. An evil course was followed by the 
ruling clique in Hyderabad, and that led to this 
unfortunate conflict. I am glad that his 
exalted Highness the Nizam realized that he 
had acted wrongly and had been misled, and 
that he has wisely retraced his steps. We have 
stated clearly that the future of Hyderabad 
will be determined in accordance with the 
wishes of her people. That future I am con­
vinced lies in the closest association with India. 
History, geography, and cultural tradition bear 
witness to this fact.”
GESTURE TO PAKISTAN
This rational and restrained statement by 
Pandit Nehru is probably designed- to serve 
several purposes. In the first place it should 
placate public opinion in India and leave the 
way open for reasonably generous treatment 
of the Nizam and his regime. Secondly, 
the speech is intended as a gesture ti% Pakistan, 
which is still seething with resentment at 
India's settlement by force of an issue over 
which Pakistan felt keen concern. There is little 
Pakistan can now do to alter this fait accompli. 
Thirdly, Pandit Nehru possibly feels that in 
the eyes of the world India's stock has de­
clined by reason of her resort to force against 
her own countrymen, even if she is right in 
claiming it as a domestic issue. Certainly 
India’s standing as a peace-loving country and 
upholder of the Gandhian doctrine of Satya- 
graha or soul force has suffered some damage. 
The fact remains, however, that apart from a 
few thinking Indians the great majority of the 
people here do not see this. Instead, they are 
resentful of foreign criticism. Last night, for 
instance, in Nagpur some 10,000 people 
marched through the streets shouting slogans 
against what they called the “ malicious and 
wild propaganda of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation.”_______________
BRITISH OFFICERS
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT
BOMBAY, Sept . 19
Lieutenant-General Rajendrasinghji, G.O.C.- 
in-C., Southern Command, who directed 
operations and who paid a flying visit to 
Secunderabad, told the Press to-day that five 
battalions of Indian troops had been employed 
on all fronts in Hyderabad. There were no 
British officers fighting in the Nizam’s army. 
Seven officers had resigned on the eve of 
operations and one, Lieutenant Moore, had 
been captured while trying to escape to 
Sholapur.
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